So You’re Organising A WCC UK Event: 
An Event Organiser’s Starter Pack

The Women’s Classical Committee UK believes in empowering and supporting its members in running events which are relevant and helpful for the membership and the wider UK classics community. Our Events Policy and Expenses Policy set out the technical details of what we expect of our event organisers; this guide is written to be read in parallel with these policies, and offers a step-by-step walkthrough of what you need to do to propose and host a WCC UK event, with some helpful tips and hints we’ve picked up along the way! 

Proposing An Event

All events sponsored by the WCC UK need to be approved by a majority of the Steering Committee (SC). That means you will need to submit an event proposal for the SC’s consideration. This doesn’t have to be a long document, but it does need to explain the following:

· Why this is a WCC UK event specifically and how it relates to the WCC UK’s stated aims 
· Reasons for the choice of host institution or location – the WCC UK aims to hold events spread across the UK
· What considerations need to be taken for including members of the community who may be marginalised, noting our commitment to make our events maximally accessible. 

You can also propose a triad for organising an event if you have one in mind.

When you have a proposal together, e-mail it to womensclassicalcommittee@gmail.com; depending on when you submit it, it will either be considered at the biannual steering committee meeting or electronically.

Alternatively, if you would like to host and organise one of our regular annual events, like our Early Career events and our mid-career day, please drop us a line letting us know and we’ll take it from there. 

Organising An Event

Hurrah! Your event has been approved! The next step is to appoint an organising triad. Your triad must include at least one Steering Committee or liaison member, who will be able to report back to the SC on progress and keep an ‘official’ eye on things; they can also access the WCC UK archive of event reports to see if there’s anything helpful for you in there. If you didn’t have someone in mind when you proposed your event, the SC will suggest someone. You should also have someone connected to the host institution, who will be able to deal with room bookings, catering and other practical on-the-ground issues. The triad can divide up work associated with the event however best fits them; there’s also no problem with adding in a fourth or fifth person to help, so long as at least three people are sharing the load. 

The next three issues you will need to sort out are inextricably linked: they are the date, the space and the participants. If you are having an event where you want one or two keynote speakers in particular, you want to coordinate with them to see whether they are interested and what their availability is; we expect event organisers to try and make speaker line-ups as diverse and inclusive as possible. You then need to see how that fits into what is available in terms of rooms the host institution has available to book. You’ll need to think about how many attendees you want space for; WCC UK events tend to have between 30 and 60 attendees in total, depending on the topic. We have also found that a quiet room has been a good additional space to have both for those with childcare responsibilities and for those who need to rest for health reasons, so consider how that facility might be provided at this stage.

In deciding on numbers, you’ll also need to think about your budget. Costs for events are usually catering; travel and accommodation expenses for invited speakers; and travel bursaries for postgraduate students. Depending on the size of your event, the WCC UK may not be able to cover all these costs, so you will need to speak to the Treasurer about setting a budget and sticking to it. You may also need to apply to other sources of funding, particularly internal funds available through the triad’s institutions; the Treasurer will be able to advise on this. Do bear in mind that cost might be a significant factor in selecting and inviting keynote speakers.

You will need to think about a structure for the day. One thing worth bearing in mind is that WCC UK people enjoy catching up with each other, so leave lots of space for coffee and chat. The spotlight talk format has been very successful (where speakers talk for five minutes on a topic), and can allow participants to access travel funds from their own institution; other elements you might want to include are keynote speakers, traditional conference panels, roundtable discussions and break-out group discussions. 

Think carefully about timings. If you are expecting people to travel to the event and back in a day, consider setting your start time so that attendees don't have to pay for peak time train fares. In central London this really means starting no earlier than 10.30 to give people time to get there from all major stations, but check the situation with your host institution. When thinking about when to end, remember that attendees will leave before the end, for all sorts of reasons. Bear this in mind as it might affect how you time speakers and sessions; for instance, if you have a keynote speaker and you want as many people as possible to hear their talk then you may need to consider not putting them on last. Alternatively, having a keynote which is also a separate talk a bit later in the evening might allow those who can’t make the whole day come to the keynote as a stand-alone event. 

Advertising an Event

Once you have worked out a timetable for the day, you might want to issue a call for papers as a save-the-date and to get submissions for any panels you are putting together. Alternatively, if you have already finalised your speaker line-up and just have to find spotlight speakers, you can go straight to inviting registrations. 

Before you send out an e-mail to the Liverpool Classicists List with details of the programme and how to register, you need to sort out two things:

1. Registration process: while WCC UK members are entitled to free access to our events, you will still need a way of registering attendees and taking payment from non-members. We have historically used Eventbrite for this, and the Administrator is happy to set up basic registration and keep an eye on it for events where it is anticipated that there will be a lot of money being handed over. This situation may change depending on the fees charged. Using an institutional registration system may also be an option, depending on the fees charged.   
2. Web publicity: you’ll need to make sure that all the information about the event is up and easily available on the web. We usually do this via a blog post with full details about the event on the website. You can send the text for a blog post to the webpage and social media coordinator. 

Once these are in place, you can send out your event announcement to the Classicist List, and the social media coordinator will make sure the call goes out on Facebook and Twitter. It’s up to you whether you want to provide one of the triad’s e-mail addresses for fielding queries or the central WCC UK Gmail address. The announcement should make it clear whether the events will be recorded; whether events and event participants will be photographed; whether it will be possible to attend by Skype; and whether the event involves an expectation of confidentiality.

Pre-Event Preparation

You will need to arrange catering that falls within your budget; you’ll also need to finalise numbers for catering, which usually needs to be done something like a week before the event. As sexist as it might be, due to social conditioning we have found that for a mainly women event you can order around 20% less than you would for a more gender-mixed event and nobody will go hungry; this is worth bearing in mind given the extortionate price of some in-house institutional catering services. We have found a balance of half vegetarian, half non-vegetarian is about right. Make sure it’s clear to attendees what refreshments are included, so people know what to expect or that they need to bring their own. Also make it clear what the mechanism will be for letting you know about specific catering requirements (e.g. vegan), and ensure that these are passed on. 

All WCC UK events follow our child friendly policy. Think about how you are going to put that into practice, and what kinds of provision might need to be made. 

Think about how you are going to work with non-attendance. Especially if attendance is free, some people who sign up won’t actually come on the day. This means that others who'd like to have come miss out on a space, and might mean you over-cater. With that in mind, it’s a good idea to send out a note a couple of weeks in advance to everyone who has signed up to let them know you are operating a waiting list, with a request to let the organisers know as soon as possible if they are not attending so their place can be offered to someone else. Some people will inevitably have good last-minute reasons for not being able to attend, but this should mitigate more foreseeable absences.
 
You may have various other communications you want to send to attendees in advance; Eventbrite will allow you to do this directly. However, think tactically about how many messages you send, and about making sure important information doesn’t get buried. For instance, if you put the note about dropping out at the bottom of an e-mail, there’s a very good chance it won’t get read until too late! If you need particular information or action from people (e.g. prep you want them to do beforehand) then make that the key point of an email.

Make sure you are on top of the technology you are going to be using in advance. Do a dry run in advance, using the actual room and objects you’ll be using before the day itself, making sure you know what the passwords are for the host institution network if needed. Be certain that everything you need will be available in the room (or know who is going to be bringing it) and make sure you know who to get hold of for tech help if things go wrong on the day. It's also a good idea to get presenters to send their Powerpoints to you in advance so you can pre-load them to save faffing on the day. If you're hosting a remote speaker don't put them on first, but have them on after lunch/tea break so that you can check the connection with them during the break.

On The Day

On the day of the event, make sure there are people assigned to key roles like the welcome/registration desk, coordinating with speakers to get them set up, and liaising with the host institution. You will need to provide name badges in some form, and might want to think about how to allow people to indicate preferred pronouns; simply providing large sticky labels and pens lets people identify themselves as they wish. You should also have some membership forms for any non-members who decide to join on the strength of your event!

At the end of the day, you might want to distribute feedback forms to get a sense of how things have gone and what the attendees have taken away. 

After The Event

Don’t forget to say thank you to all the speakers who came and have made things a success! You might also want to reach out to speakers and ask them if they would like to write up their talk or a portion of it to be posted on the WCC UK blog. 

You will need to work with the Treasurer to wrap up the budget; this might mean sorting outstanding invoices for catering, chasing speakers for their travel expenses, or getting proof of travel so the Treasurer can release travel bursaries. 

We expect all event organisers to submit an event report – again, it doesn’t have to be long, but it should outline what process you went through to organise the event, what decisions you made, what worked well, what you could do better next time, and any follow-up actions you would like to draw the Steering Committee’s attention to.






















Sample Event Proposal

Women’s Classical Committee Early-Career Researcher Event Proposal:
Publication and Research Dissemination

Date: July 10th 2020 (provisional depending on speaker availability)

Organisers: Anna Judson, Rhiannon Easterbrook, Ellie Mackin Roberts

This event aims to assist ECRs in their career development and job search by providing information on a wide range of ways of publishing and disseminating their research, as well as the opportunity to share and discuss their own dissemination plans and activities. We are particularly interested in offering a broader perspective on ways to disseminate research. It will be aimed at both current PhD students and postdoctoral researchers (including those who currently hold a research position and those who do not).

Planned presentations and activities include:
· Publishing articles: presentation from an academic with experience of editing journals (Carol Atack)
· Publishing monographs: presentations from two editors, working for an academic and a trade publisher respectively (Michael Sharp, CUP; TBC)
· Research plans for job/funding applications: presentation from an academic with experience on hiring committees (James Clackson)
· Break-out groups following on from the research plan presentation to discuss attendees’ own (potential) research plans 
· Two talks on outreach/dissemination activities – provisionally, the New Generation Thinkers programme (John Gallagher) and a knowledge exchange project (TBC)
· Spotlight talks from attendees on their own outreach/dissemination activities, to allow them to promote these activities to other attendees and to showcase the wide variety of possible types of research dissemination

Assuming in-person attendance is possible, the event will take place in Gonville & Caius College, Cambridge, in the Cavonius Centre, Harvey Court. This has been provisionally reserved for July 10th, and has capacity for well over the maximum of 30 attendees we expect based on previous events. Remote presentations and attendance will also be possible, via the Cavonius Centre’s videoconferencing facilities. Catering will be provided by the College. The conferencing office have confirmed that in accordance with WCC policy, children are welcome to attend under the supervision of their parent/guardian. A small area of the room will be screened off to provide a private area for anyone wishing to take a break, or to breastfeed/pump in private.

Accessibility information: The route to the main entrance to the Cavonius Centre is step free. The external doors are proximity card access operated but manual in operation. Two further doors follow to access the Centre which are routinely held open when events are taking place. A disabled toilet is provided adjacent to the Centre but requires the use of a short platform lift to reach the main ground floor level of the building.

The Harvey Court site is located on West Road, approx. 1.5 miles from Cambridge train station, and is easily accessible via the U bus route (direct from the station to West Road) or taxi (c.10min from the station).

Should in-person attendance of events not be possible in July, the event will instead be held remotely, via Zoom. Decisions about this will need be made at the latest by June 26th in order to avoid incurring catering costs if the event moves online; in practice we expect to make this decision earlier in June depending on the situation at that point. We will encourage speakers planning to present in person to book refundable transport where possible; rooms booked in colleges should be fully cancellable.

Budget

This has been drawn up after discussion with the Treasurer, and assumes that the majority of attendees and speakers will do so in person. Costs will clearly be lower if a large proportion attend remotely, and zero if the entire event moves online using the WCC’s Zoom subscription.

Room hire: free of charge (Gonville & Caius)

Catering (Gonville & Caius): £14.32 per person (buffet lunch and afternoon tea-break)

For 30 attendees = £429.60

Speakers’ expenses (assuming 3 local speakers, 1 from London, 2 from further afield)

Train travel: estimated up to £240

Accommodation (1 night in a college room for 2 speakers travelling longer distances): £120

Name badges: £11.50 for two packs of 25 (or it may be possible to borrow Faculty badges)

Travel bursaries for attendees: up to £400 (we understand that previous bursary claims have totalled c.£300; as Cambridge is likely to be more expensive for travel/accommodation than some previous locations, we have allowed for a larger amount at this stage, though this can be reduced if necessary).

Total anticipated costs plus 10% contingency: £1320. 

Funding available from the WCC: up to £1000
Funding applied for from the Cambridge Faculty of Classics: £320 (not yet confirmed)

Assuming the funding application to the Faculty of Classics is successful, this will be on condition that attendance is free for Faculty members as well as WCC members. We therefore do not expect significant income from non-members paying attendance fees, although any who do attend and do not wish to join the WCC will be charged a fee of £5.
